Hidden Trails
Fall Newsletter
Time of Transition - Get Involved in Your HOA

Our next Homeowners Association meeting will be
December 3rd at the East Valley Community Center (Menas Realty
Company to confirm whether time is 6 PM or 7 PM). December
marks the 3rd anniversary of the first move-in to the Hidden Trails
community, when the pioneer owners in Phase 1 moved in. It has
been interesting to watch the neighborhood develop. There have
been many changes to our neighborhood in the past three years,
and more to come. Lyon Homes will soon be closing escrow on
its last home, and Erick Van Wechel, Homeowners Association
President and Lyon Homes VP, will soon be resigning from our
Homeowners Association Board of Directors.
The Board members terms run through June 2005, when new
officers will be elected. Our Homeowners Association VP Stacy
Williams has his house for sale, so another Board position will
soon be vacant. The Board can either appoint a homeowner to fill
unexpired terms or hold an election. Board Secretary John
Lindsay, elected two months ago, will continue on the Board
until the annual meeting in June, when all Board positions are up
for election. The Homeowners Association needs qualified,
interested members to participate. If you are interested in a seat
on the Board, please send Julie Menas a statement of your
qualifications and interest.
The AC's primary job is to review the Architectural Applications
and to insure the Architectural integrity of our community. I was
appointed by the Board to the Architectural Committee ("AC")
nearly two and a half years ago, initially serving as co-chair until
I was appointed Chair a year ago. I wanted to be sure that our
dues money was spent efficiently. Since assuming primary
responsibility for reviewing applications nearly two years ago,
the AC has been able to review most applications and has saved
homeowners more the $12,000 in fees. Often, with the

homeowner's help (a completed application with detailed plans)
we can make a decision within a matter of days.

Besides reviewing architectural applications, the AC also acts as
homeowners. When we hear complaints about trail erosion,
illegal activity, problems with Homeowners Association
landscape maintenance or the management of the Homeowners
Association , we pass the information on to the Property
Manager and the Board. Through this process, we have made many
friends among our neighbors.
Like the Homeowners Association Board, the Architectural
Committee encourages homeowners to get involved and possibly
join the committee. At our monthly meetings, we have a lot of fun
reviewing applications and completions and also meeting fellow
neighbors. Openings come up from time to time and we are always
looking for interested homeowners. Please contact Julie Menas
at Menas Realty Company or any Board or AC member to obtain
additional information or to volunteer. Our community is only as
strong as its members.

Pocket Bikes, Motorcycles and Scooters

One of the great benefits of living in Hidden Trails is the
peace and quiet of being tucked in the hills, surrounded by
Avocado groves. Most of us do not want to hear loud

motorcycles racing on our streets or on the adjacent grove
roads. Most motorcycle owners are responsible, safe, have
licensed vehicles and are not running their bikes so as to disturb
or wake up their neighbors. However, the owners of dirt bikes or
small, inexpensive 'pocket bikes' that race through the Hidden
Trails, are in violation of the Homeowners Association rules and
is subject to ticketing by the Escondido P.D. If you have a pocket
bike, motorcycle or scooter, please be considerate of your
neighbors. If you see this behavior in our community, please notify
Menas Realty Company for follow up.

Rainy Season (Hopefully) Upon Us
Mid-November marks the traditional start of San Diego's rainy
season. In preparation for this, O'Connell Landscaping will be
clearing the leaves and debris out of the Homeowners
Association-maintained brow ditches throughout Hidden Trails.
The shorter, cooler days result in less evaporation, so the
plants need less water. O'Connell will also be reducing the
frequency and length of watering. This will not only save the
Homeowners Association money, but will help keep our hillsides
healthy. Many homeowners shut their system off altogether just
before rain and until the ground dries out afterwards.
Homeowners are encouraged to consult with a nursery (Home
Depot, Grangettos, El Plantio, etc.) for expert advice on
seasonally adjusting their watering schedules.

